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Interviews with the Preparatory
Year Staff Members

Megen Thul

Tell us about yourself.

My name is Megen Thul. |
was born in a small town in
Saskatchewan, Canada. | am the
eldest of four children. | try to stay
fit and enjoy working out at the
gym. | have my education degree
from the University of Regina in
Saskatchewan. | am a certified
teacher in Canada but | have
gained most of my experience
overseas. | love to travel, meet
new people, learn about culture
and try new food!

How would you describe the
preparatory Year Program?

This year will give students with
an invaluable opportunity to
improve their language. It will
help create a smooth transition
from high school to university
as we teach useful study skills
and encourage responsibility.
Possibly the greatest benefit
this year will be building new
relationships with peers and
teachers and adjusting to the
university atmosphere in a new

Matthew Reader

Tell us about yourself.
My name is Matthew Reader. | am
from Rancho Mirage, California,
but | was born on a beef and
soybean farm in Southington,
Ohio. | am 39 years old and | am
single. In my spare time, | enjoy
collecting antique and classic
cars, snow skiing, swimming, and
hiking. | also enjoy travel, and
have visited about 25 different
countries. Besides living in the
US, | have also lived in Medellin,
Colombia and Tokyo, Japan.

How would you describe the
preparatory Year Program?
This program is a fantastic way
for the students to improve their
academic skills while improving
their English. The primary benefit
for students in my English class
is that their grades do not follow
them when they are matriculated
into the university. They can
improve their English skills
without fear or making errors.
What is your impression of your
stay in Saudi Arabia in general
and Alhassa in particular?
The food is fantastic! | love to
eat, and especially like the foods
from this region. | visited Gara

language.

What is your impression of your
stay in Saudi Arabia in general
and Alhassa in particular?

Its always an adjustment to
move to another country and of
course Saudi Arabia has been no
different. In general | have found
people to be friendly and helpful.
My students have been particularly
helpful and | come to them daily
with new questions about this area
and Saudi Arabia as a whole. They
give me names of different foods to
try, things to do and tell me where
| can find whatever | need. My
students have been wonderful. I'm
sure they will teach me as much as
| will teach them.

What led you into becoming a
teacher of English abroad?

When | completed high school,
| moved to Haiti and lived and
volunteered in an orphanage. |
had never intended on becoming
a teacher, but in Haiti | was
asked to run an ESL preschool
course with the children from the
orphanage. While there | fell in
love with teaching and returned
to Canada to get my education
degree. | love to teach and love
to travel so teaching English
abroad was an obvious choice.
What similar teaching
experiences have you had?
Before university | taught at an
orphanage in Haiti. After getting
my education degree, | taught
at an ESL integrated school in

Mountain last weekend with my
collegaues and had a lot of fun.
| am looking forward to visiting
Ibrahim Castle and a traditional
Soug. The people of Saudi Arabia
are very welcoming- | am always
surprised at how many strangers
say hello when we are about in
the city.

What led you into becoming a
teacher of English abroad?

| wanted to be a teacher from the
time | was an elementary school
student. | also have always
wanted to travel.
time for me to become a master
teacher, the ESL degree was a
perfect choice. With this job,
| can easily visit many places
while working- while | am here in
Saudi Arabia, | plan to visit other
countries in the region that | am
interested in: Syria, Lebanon, and
Egypt are three that | am excited
to see! | like to help others, and |
enjoy learning about other people
and their cultures.

When it was

Whatsimilarteachingexperiences
have you had?

In the US, | taught at Saint
Michael's College in Colchester,
Vermont, where | worked with
students in an Intensive English
Program. We had students from
over 35 nations on one campus.
All of them were university
students learning more academic
English. In Colombia, | worked
for the Department of Education,
training teachers who were
getting Masters degrees in
Language Education. In Japan,
| taught at Tamagawa University,
where | worked with education

eeccccccccccoe

the public education system in:
Canada. My one grade 6 class:
had students from all arounds
the world! After that | taught:
within the projects of Canadian:
Humanitarian in Ethiopia. My;
students in Ethiopia ranged in:
age from 5 years old to adults. :
Last year | taught English in
South Korea at Maple Bear and
Canadian Language institute.
What was your expectation
in coming to the Middle East?
(compared to the reality?)
So far | have found the Middle:
East fascinating. | feel like | had ¢
fairly accurate expectations ands
have not been overly surprised :
about anything so far. | hads
actually expected the heat to bes
more overwhelming, but with air:
conditioning everywhere it really;
hasn't been an issue. | have;

®ecccccccccccccce

wanted to come to the Middle;
East for a long time now and | am ;
very happy to be here!
What do you think is the best.
way to motivate students to learn ¢
English?
| always try to

humour into my class. | try to:
provide students with an opens
and safe atmosphere free froms
criticism while encouraging Iots;
of participation. | do my best to:
make students feel welcome and E
at home in class. We will spendE
everyday together; we are like a:
family so building relationships is ;
very important!

scee

cee

incorporate

students who were learning to
be Language Teachers. | also
was an International Education
Coordinator  for  Muskingum
College,in New Concord, Ohio.
At Muskingum, | taught three
levels of ESL classes and an
Academic Prep Year program for
all students on campus, visiting
and residents. | like working with
university students and helping
them become prepared for their
careers.

What was your expectation
in coming to the Middle East?
(compared to the reality?)

| knew it would be hot! The
weather in Al-Hasa is very
similar to where | live in Rancho
Mirage (in the Mojave Desert),
California. | like the heat, and |
feel very much at home. Another
surprise is the dates- the desert |
live in supplies 94% of the dates
that are eaten in the US. We even
have a date festival in California
every February. | also was very
surprised at how friendly people
are in Saudi Arabia, | had thought
maybe | wouldn't be liked as well
because | was from the United
States. | am happy to find out that
this isn't true.

What do you think is the best
way to motivate students to learn

English?
| believe that if students
understand how many

opportunities will be open to them
if they speak English, they will be
very motivated to learn! English
can help them with their careers
and to develop new relationships
with people from other places.

.
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It has been only three days
since | have lost the ability to
speak and eat. I'm already fed
up with soups and liquid food. |
couldn't stand living off soups
, but frankly | got used to being
speechless easily. No one
would believe that | once was
a talkative girl. Being talked to
and being unable to talk back
wasn't a big issue. | either hand
out one-liner notes or give a
single sign. I'm not obligated
to answer the phone or my cell
phone anymore. Seriously, life
is easier and more peaceful
this way. It is an easy way out
of a lot of obligations. Also,

it is a guaranteed method to
avoid loads of problems. Let's
face it, dear readers, we have
a lot of problems because of

not keeping our mouths shut.

I kind of like my current
situation. | even wish it could
last forever. But | shook the
idea off and thanked God
that this was a temporary
situation. After this painful
nice experience, | absolutely
appreciate  silence
Thus, the quotation of Josh
Billings, “Silence is one of the
hardest arguments to refute’,
has become my favorite of all
time.

Thikrayat Husain Aljumah
Student - Department of
English Language

more.

Unusual Facts about Albert Einstein

@® When Albert Einstein died,
his final words died with him.
The nurse at his side didn't
understand German.

@® Albert Einstein was once
offered the presidency of a
state . He declined saying he
had no head for problems.

® Einstein wasn't present in
December 1922 to receive the
Nobel prize in physics. Instead
he was on a voyage to Japan.
® A simple compass is the
instrument deemed to have

shaped Einstein’s career.

® His father gave it to him
while he was sick in bed at the
age of 5. His curiosity in the
unknown thus began.

@® In the period before World
War Il, Albert Einstein was so
well known in America that he
would be stopped on the street
by people wanting him to
explain”thattheory”. He finally
figured out a way to handle the
incessant inquiries. He told
his inquirers "Pardon me, so

sorry! Always | am mistaken
for Professor Einstein.

Ms. Iman Alkroud (T.A)
College of Community Service, Qatif

for

7 personnel
/7 "You'll

e meet
requirements.
you must type at least

60 words per minute.”

Sitting down at the typewriter, the dog types out

80 words per minute.

"Also,” says the director, "You must pass a
physical and complete the obstacle course.”

. ® A police
N responds to an ad
Y work with the
§ FBI. "Well,” says the
/,

dog problems

director,
have to
some  strict
First,

Mom: Well good, how many did you miss?
Ahmed: The first two and the last three.

dededekdedekdedeek

@ A teacher told her student to look carefully at
this homework
How can one person make so many mistakes !!
The student said it was not one person. It was my
mother, my father, Aunt Layla, and me...

dededekdedekdedeek

@ Student: | don't think | should get a zero on this

examination paper.

there is.

This perfect canine specimen finishes the course

in record time.

"There’s one last requirement,” the director

continues; "you must be bilingual.”
With confidence, the dog looks up at him and

says, "Meow!”

dededddkkkhd

® A wife was making a breakfast of fried eggs
for her husband. Suddenly, her husband burst into
the kitchen.” Careful,’ he said, 'CAREFUL! Put in
some more butter! Oh my God! You're cooking
too many at once. TOO MANY! Turn them! TURN
THEM NOW! We need more butter. Oh my God!
WHERE are we going to get MORE BUTTER?
They're going to STICK! Careful. CAREFUL! |
said be CAREFUL! You NEVER listen to me when
you're cooking! Never! Turn them! Hurry up! Are
you CRAZY? Have you LOST your mind? Don't
forget to salt them. You know you always forget
to salt them. Use the salt! USE THE SALT! THE
SALTY The wife stared at him. 'What in the world
is wrong with you? You think | don't know how

to fry a couple of eggs? The husband calmly

replied, 'l just wanted to show you what it feels

like when I'm driving.’

Fededddekkkkd

Teacher: Neither do I, but that's the lowest mark

Hiba Al-Hussain - Student, kfu

"A Youthful Face in Pensive Innocence "

A drawing submitted by our
student, Khadija Mohamed,

showing her artistic excellence.

@® Ahmed: We had a math test today, only five



First Year

fourth Issue

Satuday 18 Dhu al-Hijja -1430 H
5 Decamber, 2009 G

20 adalt ol Al

DVEY T Aomndl (63 (pe VA Cowdd
AY w0 (336N

Edited by Allen W. Probst and Bassam Abuzeid

A Royal Decree: KFU

AL

ch in Dammam a

A

J,gndent# Umvegs;ty

, New

The Custodian of the Two Holy
King Abdullah Bin
AbdulazizAl-Saudhasapproved

Mosques,

establishing four universities in
Dammam, Kharj, Shaqgra, and
Majma'a. His Highness, Dr.
Khalid Al-Angari, the Minister of
Higher Education, clarified that
the Council of Higher Education
has approved establishing four
universities, the first located in
Dammam. He further clarified

that twenty four colleges in

Dammam, Qatif, Hafr Albatin,

Neiriyah, and Khafji will be part

of this university.

added
four

His Highness
that
universities is based on the fact

establishing the

that King Saud and King Faisal
Universities have grown up in
size to a degree that exceeds
the normal size of a university,
thereby affecting the research
and academic performance of
these universities.

Muslim Women
in Science

Women’s education in the
Islamic world is inspired
by Muhammad’s(pbuh)
wives; Khadija , a successful
businesswoman, and
Aisha, a renowned Hadith
scholar and military leader.
Today, in Islamic culture
women are encouraged to
participate, excel and lead in
technological and scientific
fields. Two exceptional
Muslim women of our time,
Samira Islam and Sameena
Shah have followed Khadija
and Aisha’s example and
have become a source
of inspiration for a new
generation of Muslim women
scientists.

Professor Samira Ibrahim
Islam was nominated as a
Distinguished Scientist of
the World for the year 2000
by UNESCO. She made
scientific contributions to
Saudi drug safety by defining
the national profile for drug
metabolism. She has held
several posts in academic
leadership both in Saudi
Arabia and internationally
with the World Health
Organization. Professor
Islam has also been a key
figure in building academic
infrastructure for women
in the sciences in higher
education here in Saudi
Arabia and abroad.

Sameena  Shah
presented an

recently
innovative

Dr. Samira Tbrahim Islam

algorithm in computerized
cognitive learning at the
International Workshop
on Machine Learning in
Canada along with a team

of colleagues from ITT
Delhi, India. Her previous
academic contributions

include a Global Optimizer
for which a patent is pending.
She is currently pursuing a
doctoral degree from ITT
Delhi. Seeking knowledge is
one of the most rewarding
ways to connect to " Al-Alim"
(the All Knowing) aside from
prayer. The believing faithful
hold a deep love for Allah in
their hearts. Perhaps it is
this deep love that inspires
believing men and women
to strain with their minds
through learning in order
to bring themselves closer to

Allah .
KAUSER HAMEED
(Lecturer)

KFU at the
First Summit
of Students of
Saudi Arabia

The Dammam Branch of
KFU plans to participate in
the First Scientific Summit
of Students in Saudi Arabia.
The summit will be held in
Riyadh from 1518- of Rabi
1,1431 H (14- March,2010).
The summit intends to enrich
the academic life of the
universities and raise the
scientific and cultural level
of the students attending this
event. It includes discussion
of research studies,
exhibition of research
products , demonstration
of scientific inventions of
the students, specialized
workshops, and shows of
scientific documentaries
prepared by the students.
The Ministry of Higher
Education  will present
awards of more than
one million riyals. The
summit is the first of its
kind in the Kingdom and
covers various topics from
humanities, social sciences,
basic sciences, engineering
and health sciences.

On behalf of His Highness Dr. Yousef Al-
Jendan, President of KFU, Dr. Ahmed Al

have been admitted to the Preparatory
Year Program for the academic year 1430
/ 1431 H. The party was organized by the
Deanship of the Preparatory Year Program
in Alsheikh Hassan Al Alsheikh Hall on Sat.
5th of Dhul-qa'da’, 1430H (Oct.24,2009).

The party began with recitation from the
Holy Quran. Then
by Dr. Mohammed Al-Qahtani, Dean of
PYP, a representative of PYP new students,

speeches were given

Welcoming Party of the
New Students at KFU

Dr. Sa'doon Alsa'doon, member of Majlis
Al-Shura, and Dr. Ibrahim Alghoneim,

Shoaibi, Vice President of Development General Coordinator of Improving
and Community Services, sponsored the Performance Center.
welcoming party of the new students who Dr. Ahmad Alshoaibi welcomed the

audience and thanked the speakers. He also
expressed his appreciation for the efforts of
the Deanship of PYP forthe newly- enrolled
students and he wished them all good luck.
Towards the end of the party, Dr. Alshoaibi
honored His Excellence Dr. Abdulrahman
Almoagel, Ex-Vice President of Academic
Affairs. Other private sector organizations
were also honored for their cooperation
with the PYP.

The Window

Two men, both seriously ill, occupied
the same hospital room. One man was
allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour
a day to drain the fluids from his lungs.
His bed was next to the room's only
window. The other man had to spend all
his time flat on his back.

The men talked for hours on end. They
spoke of their wives and families, their
homes, their jobs, their involvement
in the military service, where they had
been on vacation. And every afternoon
when the man in the bed next to the
window could sit up, he would pass the
time by describing to his roommate
all the things he could see outside the
window.

The man in the other bed would live for
those one-hour periods where his world
would be broadened and enlivened by
all the activity and color of the outside
world. The window overlooked a park
with a lovely lake, the man had said.
Ducks and swans played on the water
while children sailed their model boats.
Lovers walked arm in arm amid flowers
of every color of the rainbow. Grand old
trees graced the landscape, and a fine
view of the city skyline could be seen in
the distance. As the man by the window
described all this in exquisite detail,
the man on the other side of the room
would close his eyes and imagine the
picturesque scene.

One warm afternoon the man by the
window described a parade passing by.
Although the other man could not hear
the band , he could see it in his mind's
eye as the gentleman by the window
portrayed it with descriptive words.
Unexpectedly, an alien thought entered
his head: why should he have all the

pleasure of seeing everything while I
never get to see anything? It didn't
seem fair. As the thought fermented,
the man felt ashamed at first. But as the
days passed and he missed seeing more
sights, his envy eroded into resentment
and soon turned him sour. He began to
brood and found himself unable to sleep.
He should be by that window - and that
thought now controlled his life.

Late one night, as he lay staring at the
ceiling, the man by the window began
to cough. He was choking on the fluid in
his lungs. The other man watched in the
dimly lit room as the struggling man by
the window groped for the button to call
for help. Listening from across the room,
he never moved, never pushed his own
button which would have brought the
nurse running. In less than five minutes,
the coughing and choking stopped,
along with the sound of breathing. Now,
there was only silence—-deathly silence.
The following morning, the day nurse
arrived to bring water for their baths.
When she found the lifeless body of the
man by the window, she was saddened
and called the hospital attendant to take
itaway—-no words, no fuss. As soon as it
seemed appropriate, the man asked if he
could be moved next to the window. The
nurse was happy to make the switch and
after making sure he was comfortable,
she left him alone.

Slowly, painfully, he propped himself
up on one elbow to take his first look.
Finally, he would have the joy of seeing
it all himself. He strained to slowly turn
to look out the window beside the bed. It
faced a blank wall.

Moral of the story:

The pursuit of happiness is a matter

of choice..it is a positive attitude we
consciously choose to express. It is not a
gift that gets delivered to our doorstep
each morning, nor does it come through
the window. And I am certain that our
circumstances are just a small part of
what makes us joyful. If we wait for
them to get just right, we will never find
lasting joy.
The pursuit of happiness is an inward
journey. Our minds are like programs,
awaiting the code that will determine
behaviors; like bank vaults awaiting our
deposits. If we regularly deposit positive,
encouraging, and uplifting thoughts, if
we continue to bite our lips just before
we begin to grumble and complain, if
we shoot down that seemingly harmless
negative thought as it germinates, we
will find that there is much to rejoice
about.
Ms. Iman Alkroud (T.A)
College of Community Service, Qatif
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