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Generous Royal

Are Computers Smart?

Decree

King  Abdullah, Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques,
and Chairman of the Higher
Education Council, has approved
the payment of internship
allowances to all female and
male medical students who are
studying in medical colleges in
all universities in the Kingdom.
This decision was announced by
His Highness, Dr. Khaled bin
Muhammad Al-Angari, Minister
of Higher Education. Dr. Al-
Angari extended his appreciation
to the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, His Highness, the
Crown Prince, and His Highness

the Second Deputy Prime Minster
and Minister of Interior for giving
their support to the process of
higher education and the progress
of the future development in the
Kingdom. Dr. Al-Angari added
that King Abdullah, Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques,
and Chairman of the Higher
Education Council, has approved
a package of decisions adopted by
the Council in its 54th session.
These decisions are all meant
to develop and enhance higher
education and achieve the goals
planned by the government for
the universities in the Kingdom.

The Final Ceremony
of Student Activities

His Highness, the President of
KingFaisal University, Dr.Yousif
Al-Jindan, will grace the final
ceremony of student activities
that have been organized by the
Deanship of Student Affairs. The
ceremony will take place in Al-
Sheikh Hasan Al-Sheikh Hall in
Alhassa at 8:30 p.m., Sunday 21/
6 /1430 H(June 14,2009 G.).

The program of this ceremony
will include honoring different
individuals and organizations
from inside and outside the
university that have cooperated
with the Deanship of Student
Affairs during the academic
year 1429 [/ 1430 H (2008 / 09G).
The program will also include

honoring the winners of the
students' competitions, visiting
lecturers, and referees of the
students’ competitions. Some
otherinterestingandentertaining
itemsare planned for the program
of this ceremony.

Interview with His

Can Computers Think? Is it possible for
computers to have complex thoughts, and
even emotions? How far are computers
from reaching human-level intelligence?
First, let us establish what exactly
intelligence is. It is not easy to find one
definition that all can agree on. So how
can we define intelligence? The most
compelling argument is that intelligence
is the ability of finding "smart" solutions
for "non practiced" situations. So how can
we tell if a computer is intelligent? One of
the most famous tests developed by Alan
Turing in the 1950s, is the "Turing Test".
Turing said that if a computer could fool
a person into believing that it was human,
then it should be classed as intelligent. So
far, no computer has passed the "Turing
Test", but each year, developers compete
for the Loebner prize for the most
humanlike computer ‘chatterbot’. Many
people believe that computers can do only
what their programmers tell them. Even
if a computer program learns something
and draws new conclusions, it will be
because the programmer allowed for this
in the program. So how can something that
follows human programmed instructions
be intelligent? Well.. humans, as well
as other animals, begin life with a set of
instincts and develop knowledge based

upon personal experiences. This is the same
cycle as a computer program that learns
from interaction within its environment.
It seems then if we agree that "computers
cannot be intelligent", we are also saying
that "humans are not intelligent". The
philosopher John Searle says that the
idea of a non-biological machine being
intelligent is incoherent. The computer
scientist Joseph Weizenbaum says the idea
is obscene, anti-human and immoral. So
what do you think?

By : Dr. Manal Al-Obaid

A NEW BOOK (2008)

Dr. Omar Sheikh Al-Shabab
is a faculty member in the

Department of  Foreign
Languages,  College of
Education, King Faisal
University.

In this book Dr. Al-Shabab
elaborates on his previous
view on the nature of the

FROM NECESSITY
TO INFINITY that

conventional and creative
communication. It suggests
infinite interpretation
and communication uphold
the base for convention,
and thus eventually inform
communal paradigms of
necessary interpretation. The
analysis further explores the

language of translation, as

complexities of the creative/

a language different from
the Source Text and the

Translated Text.
He argues that interpretation,
both individual and fundamentals

communal, is a necessary
component to the theory

COmar Sheikh Al-Shabab

of language,
level of

mapping  the

conventional dynamics in
Marracci’s  translation  of
the Holy Quran into Latin
(printed 1696), and in eight
French translations of the
Holy Quran: from the first
translation by Du Ryer

of language. This unique
study applies hermeneutic
principles to investigate the

linguistic certainty in the
determination of meaning.
This is a critical model of
the relationship between

(published 1647) to King Fahd
Society translation (Published
1990).

Excellency, Dr. Al-Moagel

His Excellency, Dr.
Abdulrahman bin
Ibrahim Al-Moagel, Vice
President of Academic
Affairs, is an important
figure academically and
administratively at King
Faisal University and has
leftalasting imprint on the
Deanship of the College
of Agriculture and Food
Sciences, the Deanship
of Higher Studies, the
office of Vice President
of Academic  Affairs
and other academic and
administrative positions,
along with his tenure as
Professor in the College
of AgricultureIn an
extensive interview with
the Newsletter, Ishraqat
Al-Jami'a, His Excellency,
Dr. Abdulrahman Al-
Moagel stated that during
his four-year trem he did
his best to develop a full
range of services in the
sections that came under
his supervision. Dr. Al-
Moagel added the success
that was achieved would
not have been realized

without the cooperation of
the sincere people around
him and the limitless and
absolute support of His
Highness, Dr. Yousif Al-
Jindan, President of King
Faisal University.

Regarding the job market,
Dr. Abdulrahman Al-
Moagel said that such
issues had been frequently
discussed through
various channels: media,
workshops, councils, and
conferences. He referred
to a statement: "All jobs
have no future. Only
people have future." This
statement confirms how
necessary it is to give
attention to the well-

being of individuals and to
work hard to improve and
develop their potential.
Atthe end of the interview,
His Excellency, Dr. Al-
Moagel extended his
thanks and appreciation
to the Chief Editor of the
Newsletter, His Excellency
Dr. Mohammed  bin
Rafdan Al-Hajhouj, Dean
of the Student Affair, as
well as to all members of
the Newsletter Committee,
Ishraqat Al-Jami'a,
particularly Dr. Dhafer
Al-Shihri and Mr. Moqbel
Al-Roweis.

In conclusion, His
Excellency, Dr.
Abdulrahaman Al-

Moagel said: " I pray to
Almighty Allah to sustain
usinexertingoureffortsfor
the sake of this university,
KFU, in this beloved and
precious country under
the leadership of the
Custodian of the Two
Holly Mosques, King
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz
Al-Saud. Praise be to
Allah."

Words of Wisdom

@ DON’T cry over anyone who
won’t cry over you.

e Good FRIENDS are hard
to find, harder to leave, and
impossible to forget.

eYou can only go as far as you
push.

® ACTIONS speak louder than
words.

oLIFE’S SHORT. If you don’t
look around once in a while
you might miss it.

.—_.‘f!

T e

eWhen it HURTS to look back
and you’re SCARED to look
ahead, you can look beside you
and your BEST FRIEND will

be there.

e Good friends are like STARS.
You don’t always see them but
you know they are ALWAYS
THERE.

e Everything is okay in the end.
If it’s not okay, then it’s not the
end.

e Some people make the world
SPECIAL just by being in it.

Selected by:
Amnah Al-Jaffar - Student
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