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College of Clinical Pharmacy Paticipates
in SIMEC 2010 and a Mini-Symposium

- A group of faculty members
and number of distinguished
final years students, College
of Clinical Pharmacy,
participated in the events
of a Conference entitled
“Saudi International Medical
SIMEC 2010”
Saudi

Societyfor Medical Education,

Education -

organized by the

Faculty of Medicine, Jazan
University on 21-23/4/1431
(6-8/4/2010).

- Also, faculty members and
some final year students of the
College of Clinical Pharmacy,
participated in the activities

of a Symposium entitled

‘Key Aspects of Today's
Pharmacist”
Saad

and presented by pharmacy

organized by
Specialist Hospital
practitioners and health-care

providers regarding up-to-

date aspect of
practice. The

was held in Saad Specialist
Hospital - Main Auditorium,
14/4/1431 H

Al-Khobar, on
(30/3/2010) at 8:00 pm.

KFU Student in the UK Impressed
His PhD Viva Examiners

Dr. Abdullah Al
successfully passed his PhD Viva
(the Oral Defense Examination)
in the University of Essex, UK. Dr.

Fraidan has

Al Fraidan, a scholarship holder
from the Department of English
impressed his internal and

external examiners as the thesis

was original, well organized
and well presented, and made
very useful contributions to
the Applied Linguistics field.
The examiners made an instant
recommendation of passing the
thesis. The thesis investigated
the test-taking strategies of
Saudi EFL learners at university
level while doing two gap-filling
vocabulary achievement tests.
During his period of study, Dr. Al
Fraidan voluntarily helped the
Saudi students to adujust and to
solve any difficulties they faced.
J

Mind Your Language

A: 'Look! It is raining heavily,
isn'tit'.
B: 'Oh yes. It's raining cats

and dogs'.
We often come across people
conversing using strange

expressions such as the above
one or like * The lady next
door kicked the bucket last
night’ (means died or passed
away or expired) or ‘He is a
black sheep in our company’
(a good for nothing person) or
‘He is the apple of the eye of
his boss’, ( someone very dear
to somebody) or ‘He has gone
bananas over her’ ( to go crazy
over something). A non-native
speaker of English feels ‘at sea’
to comprehend the meaning
of these expressions which are
called ‘idioms’.

Idioms are colorful and
fascinating aspects of English
language and form an
indispensable part of effective
communication. They have a
strong meaning, and are widely
used in both spoken and written
forms. They make the language
beautiful and add variety to
the language. Idioms suggest a
particularattitude ofthe speaker,
forexample, disapproval, humor,
exasperation or admiration,
so they must be used with
caution. An idiom is a fixed
expression whose meaning is
not immediately obvious from
looking at its individual words.

o

Mohammed Abdul Mateen
English Language Center,

The best way to understand the
meaning of an idiom is to see it
in context.

According to the structure of an

idiom, idioms are classified as

follows:

1. Idiomatic Pairs of Nouns, such
as, ‘flesh and blood’ which
means human nature.

2. Idiomatic pairs of Adjectives,
such as, ‘null and void’ which
means ineffective.

3. Idiomatic Pairs of Adverbs,
such as, ‘out and out’” which
means completely.

4. Phrases composed of an
Adjective and a Noun, such
as, ‘a laughing stock’ which
means an object of ridicule.

Some of the commonly
used idioms in day-to-day
conversation are :

1. ‘Thanks a million’ — mean

that you thank somebody
profusely.

e.g. “Thanks a million for
your help”.

2. ‘Bottom line’ - means
the most important

point in the discourse

e.g. The bottom line of the
story is that we must
practice what we preach.

3. “ No such luck! - means
you were not able to do
something or failed in
achieving something.

e.g. | tried to get the tickets
of the football match, but
no such luck!

4. “ How time flies’ — means
when you are surprised
at how quickly the time
has passed away. e.g. We
are on this beautiful hill
station for more than a
fortnight, but it seems
as we have just arrived
here. How time flies!

5. The more the merrier’ -
means you are happy if
someonejoinsyourgroup.
e.g. A:‘Shall I join in your
trekking expedition?’. B:
‘Why not? The more the
merrier’.

6. ‘Once in a blue moon’ —
means something which
happens very rarely e.g.
Once in a blue moon, |
go to Dubai to visit my
cousin.

pharmacy

symposium

The College of Engineering
set a major mark by
organizing an international
conference  under  the
title  “The International
Engineering Conference
on Hot Arid Regions:
Challenges, Opportunities,
and Technologies” with a
multitude of objectives.
As the conference title
implies, the intention
was to respond to the
conference attendees who
represented a wide range
of the College stakeholders.
In addition, it gave a podium
to renowned researchers
regarding issues related to
hot arid regions in order
to select and later define
strategic research directions

and themes. Furthermore,
the conference served
other purposes, including

promoting the college in
the international domain,
building scientific networks,
recruiting quality faculty
members, undertaking joint
research ventures, creating

-

Dr. Abdulmuhsen Alarfaj
Dean - College of Engineering

exchange and twinning
programs, and establishing
scientific chairs, to mention

\

-

Professor Bilal Akash
College of

only some of the goals. All
this  eventually formatted
in a manner that served
the goal of the sustainable
development of our country
in light of the prevailing
climatic conditions, a goal
that is viewed as a major
challenge of special national
significance.

To elaborate on this
important event, Professor
Bilal Akash, the Conference
Organizing Committee
Coordinator, commented on
the success of the conference
took place in the period 17-
18/5/1431 H ( May 1-2 /
2010). The first day witnessed
some conference morning
activities on the KFU campus,
followed by the conference
opening ceremony under the
patronage of His Highness,
Prince Badr Ibon Mohammad
lbn Jalawi Al Saud, the
Governor of Al-Ahsa.

As was expected, the issues
that were discussed in the
conference were those that
served to achieve the college
mandates. As indicated
elsewhere in this text, the
issues related to hot arid
regions had been selected as
a basic strategic direction for
the College.

The College of Engineering
at KFU has three currently
operative undergraduate
programs in Civil, Electrical,
and Mechanical Engineering
with clearly laid-out plans to
expand to more programs
and advanced degrees in the
future.

Why Argumentative Writing ? (2)

The first important reason for
argumentative writing is related
to the socio-cultural conventions
of Arab societies . Arab societies
are based on hierarchies in which
young generations or those at
the bottom of the hierarchy
are brought up to respect and
honor the opinions of those
high in their hierarchy , either
because they are of older age or
of a higher position. This socio-
cultural  conventions means
that the idea of counter-arguing
the viewpoints of an older
person is either unacceptable
or is considered impolite. This
convention inhibits the students’
ability to reason for or against
something.  Arab  students
learning argumentative writing
have often complained that one
of the most serious difficulties
they have encountered is
providing reasons to argue for or
against a certain point of view.

A second difficulty is related to
the persuasivesstyle usedin Arabic
and Western argumentative
writing. Johnstone (1986) points
out the fact that Arab students
and authors use a persuasive
style in argumentative writing
which is different from that of
Western persuasive style. The

latter uses a “quasi-logic style”
in which a statement of opinion
is made followed by evidence
based on verifiable facts. On
the other hand, Arab writers
use a different style based on
what Connor (1999) refers to as
parables, in which a statement
of a problem is followed by
a detailed description of the
problem rather than by giving
reasons. To give an illustration
from a topic like smoking should
be banned in public places , the
Western “quasi-logic” method
will start by the statement of
the problem followed by two
reasons:

Statement of the problem
-Smoking should be banned in
public places

Reason |- This should help
smokers quit smoking

Reason 2- It helps reduce the
rate of air pollution

The Arab writer will use a
different method. It will start by
stating the problem, followed
by a description of the negative
consequences of pollution as
follows :

Statement of problem

- Pollution should be fought by
the public.

Reason 1 - Smoking is a bad
habit.

Reason 2- Smoking has bad
effects.

Dr. .Dalal Mahmoud ElGemei
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