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Hs Foyal Hghness, Prince Mohammed bin
Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Governor of the
Eastern Pravince, will grace with his presence
the graduation ceremony of the thittieth bateh
of King Faisal University students on Manday
ahternoon, 4th of Rabia Il 17 1430 H (Aprail 13,
2009 GL The ceremony will take place in the
gymnasium in Prince Abdullah bin Jalawi Sports
City in Alahsa. For this occasion, His Hghness,
the President of the University, Dr. Yousit Al-
Jindan, has issued a statement in which he
indicates the unlimited and continuous suppan
that the university receives from the Custodian
of the Two Holy Masques, King Abdullah This
Suppon has enabled the university to achieve
its educational mission and become one of the
sources of education and knowledge in this
precious country. This balch of graduates is the
fruit of the efforts and bounteous generosity o
the government in the process of developing
Saudi nationals to help in constructing the
country by their own efforts. The Custodian of

the Two Haly Mosques is paying great attention
and giving care to this biessed pracess of
develapment. Or. Yousit Al-Jindan adds that we
are very much honored by the attendance of His
Royal Highness, Prince Mohammed bin Fahd
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Words from the Graduates

Huda Royes bin Saddeeq, English Depariment, a
“Yemeni student

Our lite is like @ long road encompassing various
paints; whoro we have t stop and stand still in order
0 decide on a new direction, These are the “tuming
poinls” in our lives and | consider graduating 1
be cne of them. To express my feelings properly |
would like o say... Ta my teachers, dociors and ihe
administration staff: *| am so grateful for al your
Melp and suppant and for keeping me motivated
throughout my studies’. To my dear parents: *| am
the fruit of your hands and etor”. | must never
forget to thank my parents who have made me what
I am today and for their help and inspiration. To my.
friends. *Gontinue moving cnWards. and domt ook
lback’. We cannot help ourselves from reminscing
about the good times that we have sgent with our
friends and how much we will miss them. However,
we should look back fo our pasl experiences and
memeries not 1o dwell in them, but 1o leam from
our mistakes and 10 apply what we have leamed To
mysell and o every graduate: "l am proud of whal we
thawe achieved,” but it is not the end of the read
‘society is waiting for our cantribution. By graduating
we have been gmwen powerful Gits and tools that
wnable us 1o pursue out individual interests.
“fasmin Mohammed Al-Obaid, English Department. |
wrile these few words 1o express my happiness on
the day of my graduation. I have chosen this major

¢ College and the College of Computel

Dby the Unhersty Permanen

i The university counsil on its
: second meeling dated on 18771420 H
 agproved the stan of the Preparatory
i Year Program (PYP) for the newly-

| dmitied students of the Engineering

i Science and formation Technology.
i The program goals, objectives, and
cutriculum had Bng been developed

| Commintee of Curriculum and Studies
i Systems This program is consdered
i aprerequisite for students’ majors in
© college. and therefore meeting the
i gaals of the progam represents a
i substantial and important challenge
i for both the students and program
: adminiiration. Sociely and the

bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Gevernor of the Eastern

Province The presence of His Highness is also
very much appreciated and highly valued by all of
the staff members, students and administrators
of King Faisal University

workiorce of both  gavernment

: and private sectors demand and
| challenge gadustes who are
: proficient in English language and
i who possess crtieal and anaiytical

students previous knowledge of

the mathematical and analytical

felds in the medium of English
3 htroducing  information  and
techniques in new subjects ©
stugents 50 as 1o develop their
marual as well 45 mantal skills.
Familiarizing students with the
availatie majors at the university
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Gross Total mounting pressure on the university e ahe et el
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Graduation Ceremony of the Female
Students - Science Colleges at KFU in Dammam

Her Royal Highness, Princess
Jawahr Bint Naif Abdul Aziz, the wife
of His Royal Highness, Mohammed
Bin Fahd, Governor of the Eastern
Province, will grace the graduation
caremony of the twenty-sixth batch of
the undergraduate female students
and the twenty-third batch of the
graduate female students of Science
Girls Colleges, Dammam. The
graduation ceremony will take place
on Tuesday 25, Rabi'a Il 1430H
(April 21,2009G) in Princess Jawahr
Bint Naif Hall on the premises of the
Girls' Colleges in Dammam.

Her Royal Highness will also grace
the graduation ceremony of the
female students of KFU-Dammam on
‘Wednesday, 25 Jumadah |, 1430H
(May 20, 2008G). The ceremony
will be held in the gymnasium (The
Green Hall) belonging to the Ministry
of Youth on Dammam Express
Highway.
HerRoyalHighness, Princess Jawahr
had already graced the graduation
ceremony of the female students of

{ to meet such challenges. One of the

¢ obuious goals of the Preparaiony Yea
¢ students o develop and improve their

KFU-Alhasa in the Intercontinental
Hotel in Alhasa on Sunday, 9 Rabai
11, 1430H (April 5, 2009G).

On this occasion, His Highness,
Dr. Yousif Al-Jindan, the President
of King Faisal University, says that
we very much value and admire the
attendance of Her Highness, the :
wife of His Royal Highness Prince  :
Mohammed Bin Fahd Bin Abdul
Aziz. Furthermore, the university is
wvery much honored by the presence
of Her Highness in attending the
graduation ceremony of the thirtieth
batch of KFU female graduates in
Alhasa and Dammam. Dr. Al-Jindan
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English and business English

Table 1. Preparatory

adds that the eminent graciousness English ( 1
Mathe
of Her Highness reflects the great {m;umf:é:?"f

support from His Royal Highness,
the Govemor of the Eastermn
Province and his wife to King Faisal
University.

His Highness, Dr. Al-Jindan further
states that KFU is observing a great
celebration in graduating its students
from the different colleges of the
university in Alhasa and Dammam.

ommunicati
Health and Fi

Table 2. Preparatory

English ( r}
‘Mathematies (2 )
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Critical lﬂd Remll:h Skl"!

: Program is 10 enable newly-admitted
i English language proficiency and
: undergraduate studies. This, in tum,
willensure successful undergracuste
study far the dedicated, hard-working
¢ students i order i fulfdl such noble

goals, the PYPKFU has adopted the
i1 mpoving  stdents  prokciency

endargacuste shudy especially in e
areas of scientifc English, techical

{2 Dewkoping and reinforcing the

infarmation concerning mutrition,
health issues, stress management
r and physical well-being.
& Famillarizing students with the
. requirements of undergraduate
study This inciudes providing
it them with the required study skills
and emphasizing the necessity of
discipline in all its lorms:

The above mentioned objectives
are achieved though very well
selected courses offered in Iwo
consecutive academic semesters of
the Preparalory Year Program. I each
T semester students are requined 1
receive 32 contact hours per week.
The courses are outlined in Tabie 1
and Tatle 2 below.

Year Courses: Semester |

m-

Bt
;.m-.-w-

Year Courses: Semester 2

Weekl
o |_Crete|
20 3
3 3
3 3
2 3
32 17

Ibecause | think studying English will gve me a
second language and provide me with a good job in
fact, stidying English is not easy Ris a challenge for
me. Honesily. at the beginning of my study | thought
many times about changing my major. Then | decided
o complete my studying in the English Department
o prove to my family, friends, mysell and the others
that | can be successful in majoring In Engliah. |
ot married in the sacond year of my studying and
the challenge became harder. | graduated frem the
niversity this year. | am so happy and | would like
o thank all people who gave me support especially
my family and my husband Bosides, | would to like to
wxpress my gratitude and thanks 1o each smployee
of King Faisal University especially the stafl
members. Thanks and gratitude must be extended to times!
my country for giving me the chance fo be educated
and successiul in my lite.
Salman Altalaheah,

1am proud that | am one of the graduates of King
Faisal University It has & great and glorious English
department. Most of the university students are
thinking at the moment of graduation. In the English
Depanment during my study | have learned an
important thing which s never give up on my dreams.
M gives me the courage 1o grow up and become who
I really am. And | have leamed that the future hakds
great opportunitias and pittalls, but the trick is how to
avoid the pitalls | want to thank my teachers, friends,
and parants, and all other family membors for their
support and ancouragement, during tha years of my.
studying.

Fennsylvania.
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Year Program?

‘educatian,

particular?

Tell us about yoursell
My name is Tim O'Neill and
1 was born in Philadelphia,
1 graduated
from The Everoreen State
College where | majored in
Language and  Education,
Betore coming here, | taught
English in the USA, Mexico,
Spain, and Amgentina Fve m
alsa worked as a professional
interpeeter. | enjoy learning
languages, reading. traveling, and fun

How would you describe the preparatary

I think KFUs Preparatory Year Program
is a geal way fo bridpe students’
‘secondary-school stuies 10 the serious
‘academic work that awaits them at the
‘university level. For many, the years spent
at university are among the mos? eritical
in their lives. Success of failure here
‘can have great impact cn what the future
holds, Thars why | befieve the Program is
great. it gives students extra time 1o make
the needed adjustments to higher-level

What Is your impression of your stay In
Saudl Arabia in genersl and Alhassa In

AIDGUQN Fve only been here & short while,

[ 1am enjoying my stay here. Im someone

learning

realitys

who s very imerested in
about  different
cullures. One reason | lixe
Al-Asha is that there are
many  cultures  present
here. | love 1o eat the many
different foads. All the dishes
Ive sampled here have been
) delicious! | also have been |
O°Neill impressed by the courtesy |
and kindness with which
people have treated me. Theres a certain

Ievel of politeness here that Ive never

encountered previously Hawever, | need

10 learn mare Arabic and to pra
bartering skils when making purchases!

What was your expoctation in coming

to the Middle East "Compared o the |

| tried to do as much research as possible
on Saudi Arabia betore arrhving here The |
result is that its been relatively si
10 Paw | nad imagined. | knew it wauld |
be very hot, but Im nat sure | am really |
prepared for the coming heat of sping |
and summen Apart for obvious and well-
known differenges in cerlain beliefs and
practices, | don think the peaple are all
that different here from anywhere Ive
been. | think people everywhere peneraly
strive far the same things: a koving famify
some gocd friends, a comfortable Iiestyle |
—and a tasty plaie of food io share!

| Tell us about yoursail

1.am Eleni Andre. | was born
and roised in Minnesota
in the US, growing up my
tavorite thing to do was
10 sing in chairs with my
friends and with my Dad
who plays guiar  Stil a
great lover of music, my
other interests are learing
languages tespecially

this summer!

Year Program?

fuency they have obiained

particular?

Elei Andre-Walking

Arsbict), cooking. orawing, leaming about
Islam, and spending time with family. My
husband and | are both eager 10 meel our
e my  second baby, dus 10 join us here in Saudi

How would you describe the Preparatory

Preparatory Year Program Is &
unique chance for students whose fulure
Belds of study require English knowiedge
lar | to become experts in ils usage belore
plunging into an  English-dominated
curriculum. With small class sizes and
four hours of direct exposure to native
speakers each day, plus the daunting

proud to see the impressive progress aur
students are making. and the levels of

Wihat Is your Impression of your stay in
Saudi Arabia in general and AlHasa in

Interviews with the Preparatory Year Staff Members

Having lived in other Arab
countries before Saud, 1
was perhaps prolected from
some of the culture shock
a weslern women would
normally foel arriving in here
for the first time!Through
colleagues st KFU and
through the acquainiances
my husband has made
since our arrival, have
come to feel a1 home here quickly. The
warmth, hospitaiky, and thoughtiulress
af the people | have met are remarkabie
| was aiso unprepared for the brilliance,
strength, humor, and croativity that | valus
50 much in my students, and that has
made me rethink many sterectypes that
1 previously held regarding Saudi women

in AlHasa. for i1's openness ko foreigners,
s beautitul date farms, and its wondertul
ond generous peaple

Whal was your expeclation in coming
to the Middle East? iCompared 1o the
worklgad in terms of homowerk, we are  reality)

I have to admit nat knawing exactly what
to expect. | heard a lot about both the
climate and the culture of Saudi | find
that there is openness here ta those who
respect the limitations and traditions and
live peacefully within them.
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